A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?
history of the last thirty years reveals quite plainly.
The attempt, whether successful or not, will inevit-
ably bring Japan into conflict with Russia-much
more certainly than British conquest of India made
of Russia a potential foe. And if that Japanese-Russian
conflict produces war, then just as surely will Ger-
many become the ally of Japan, firstly because
Russian victory would be morally intolerable and poli-
tically dangerous to Germany, and secondly because
the engagement of Russia in a great war would
be precisely the opportunity for the 'liberation' and
'outlet* which has become the religion of Hitlerite
Germany, preached with flaming fanaticism and all
the power of an all-embracing state. The offer of
Ukrainian lands to Poland would afford to Germany
the means of a 'deal5 with Poland about the Corridor,
and the defeat of Russia mark for the Germany of
Hitler an immense achievement in prestige, in the
removal of what Germany regards as her gravest
'moral and political* menace. It would be regarded
as a supreme triumph for the new Germany, wiping
out all past humiliations; the winning of a great battle
in that 'eternal war' against Communism to which
Nazidom is sworn. It is hardly necessary to labour
the point: if the one Communist state of the world
becomes engaged in war Germany becomes the ally
of its enemy.
That is why it is true to say that the problem of
German power, in so far as it ever was a problem, was
not solved in 1918. The problem of a potential
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